V-Bio Ventures closes first life sciences fund,
raising over € 75 million
Ghent, Belgium, 1 December 2016 – V-Bio Ventures announces the final closing of its VBio Ventures Fund 1 ARKIV (“V-Bio Ventures”) fund with € 76 million in capital
commitments. This successful fundraising makes V-Bio Ventures one of the largest
European first time life sciences investment funds.
V-Bio Ventures is a life sciences venture fund that identifies, builds and finances start-up
and early-stage companies with high growth potential. The fund works closely with Belgiumbased VIB, one of the world’s premier life science institutes. V-Bio Ventures will continue to
focus on investments throughout Europe in biopharmaceutical, pharmaceuticals,
diagnostics and agricultural sectors, and will build a portfolio of companies drawn from both
VIB’s research pipeline and elsewhere.
Experienced investors support V-Bio Ventures
The first closing in November 2015 was supported by the European Investment Fund (EIF) as
cornerstone investor as well as by several other investors including PMV-ARKimedes, Korys
and KU Leuven. Investors that joined during the final closing include Gimv, SFPI-FPIM, BNP
Paribas Fortis Private Equity and Ghent University, allowing the fund to exceed its initial
target.
Christina Takke, Managing Partner and co-founder of V-Bio Ventures, comments on this
successful closing: “We are excited to welcome such experienced and committed investors
to V-Bio Ventures. This investment allows the fund to initiate, nurture and grow promising
life sciences businesses in Flanders and beyond.”
Johan Cardoen, Managing Director at VIB added: “No doubt that with this fund size, V-Bio
Ventures will become a key partner for VIB and others to finance and grow young
innovative biotech companies in our ecosystem.”
Piyush Unalkat, Head of Technology Transfer Investments at EIF, the cornerstone investor
commented, “A closing at this level with a well-diversified investor base is testament to
both the quality of the entire team as well as their strong ties to VIB, one of the top EU
research organisations. With this closing, even more capital is made available to support the
translation of science to high potential life science companies which in turn will contribute
towards long-term societal benefits for citizens in both the EU and further beyond.”

First successful projects of V-Bio Ventures
V-Bio Ventures has already invested in three promising portfolio companies exemplifying
the fund’s investment strategy. These include two VIB spin-out companies, Orionis
Biosciences and Confo Therapeutics, as well as the UK-based company Oxular Limited
(formerly Precision Ocular Ltd). These companies are active in a range of globally important
disease areas including cancer, autoimmune, inflammation, and ophthalmology.
Growing expertise in the V-Bio team
The founding V-Bio Ventures team, consisting of the Managing Partners Christina Takke and
Willem Broekaert, has been complemented with two seasoned professionals. Katja
Rosenkranz has joined the team as Principal. Katja held senior positions in investment, tech
transfer and biotech businesses at Ascenion, Hepawash and Polytechnos. Ward Capoen has
joined as Senior Analyst from Candriam Investors Group, where he was responsible for
investment analysis of early-stage listed biotech companies.
--Ends-For further information, please contact Christina Takke or Willem Broekaert.
Christina Takke
Tel: +32 92481612
Email: christina.takke@v-bio.ventures
Willem Broekaert
Tel: +32 92481616
Email: willem.broekaert@v-bio.ventures
V-Bio Ventures
3Square Village
Rijvisschestraat 126
9052 Gent
Belgium

About V-Bio Ventures
V-Bio Ventures is an independent venture capital firm specialized in building and financing
young, innovative life science companies. V-Bio Ventures was established in 2015 and works
closely with Belgium-based VIB, one of the world’s premier life science institutes. The fund
invests throughout Europe in start-up and early-stage companies with high growth potential
focusing on technologies that provide transformational improvements in the
biopharmaceutical, pharmaceutical, diagnostics and agricultural sectors (www.vbio.ventures).

About Ghent University
Ghent University (UGent) is one of the major universities in the Dutch-speaking region of
Europe. It distinguishes itself as a socially committed and pluralistic university in a broad
international perspective. 117 faculty departments, spread over 11 faculties, offer highquality courses in every one of their scientific disciplines. With a view to cooperation in
research and community service, numerous research groups, centres and institutes have
been founded over the years (www.UGent.be/en).
About Gimv
Gimv is a European investment company with over three decades experience in private
equity and venture capital. The company is listed on Euronext Brussels and currently
manages around 1.8 billion EUR (including co-investment partnerships) of investments in
about 50 portfolio companies.
As a recognized market leader in selected investment platforms, Gimv identifies
entrepreneurial and innovative companies with high-growth potential and supports them in
their transformation into market leaders. Gimv’s four investment platforms are: Connected
Consumer, Health & Care, Smart Industries and Sustainable Cities. Each of these platforms
works with a skilled and dedicated team across Gimv’s home markets of the Benelux, France
and Germany and can count on an extended international network of experts
(www.gimv.com).
About Korys
Korys is the investment holding of the Colruyt family. The family has been active in the retail
sector for over 50 years and grew the Colruyt Group to become one of the most successful
food retail and food services companies in Europe. Korys aims to create sustainable value
through a diversified portfolio of investments and focuses on sectors in which it has built
substantial expertise, such as Consumer and Retail, Renewable Energy and Life Sciences.

